AS THE DAYS OF NOAH WERE
· Today I want to share about the importance of always being ready for the return of the Lord
· We are now living in a world where we are seeing the many events that Jesus Christ said would come to pass just prior to His Second Coming becoming a reality 
· When we look at the world today we can see the nearness of the rapture of faithful believers to be with the Lord and being preserved from the hour of trial that will come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on earth
· The Apostle Paul made mention of the rapture in his letter to the church at Thessalonica. He wrote,

“For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17)

· I will start this message today by looking at a passage of Scripture in Chapter 24 of the gospel of Matthew (Verses 36-44)
· Jesus said,

“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 

“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

“For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,

“and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
“Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.

“Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.

“Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.

“But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.

“THEREFORE YOU ALSO BE READY, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matthew 24:36-44)
· I WILL NOW LOOK AT CHAPTER SIX OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS AS WE READ WHAT THE WORLD WAS LIKE JUST PRIOR TO THE FLOOD (God’s judgment on a wicked world) beginning at verse five

“Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. V5
“And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. V6
“So the LORD said, ‘I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I made them.” V7
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. V8
(We are now living in a time of Grace when whoever calls upon the Name of the LORD WILL be saved) 

“This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God V9
· This is why Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD – He walked with God
· How important it is in the days that we are living in that we do not allow anything to negatively affect our walk with the Lord

· In verses 11-13 of Chapter six of the book of Genesis we read
“The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. V11

“So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on earth. V12

“And God said to Noah, “Then end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. V13

· I will now also look at one more final verse from Chapter 7 of the book of Genesis. After all the animals and Noah’s family had entered the Ark we read,

“So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the LORD shut him in.” (Genesis 7:16)
· THE DOOR TO THE ARK WAS CLOSED

· How we need to be ready for the return of the Lord
· FROM THE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE THAT I HAVE READ WE CAN SEE A REAL PARALLEL BETWEEN THE DAYS JUST PRIOR TO THE FLOOD AND THE DAYS THAT WE ARE NOW LIVING IN – The days that Jesus was alluding to just prior to His Second Coming
· People were eating and drinking and just doing their own things oblivious to the impending judgement of God
· So too in the days that we are now living in, many people are just concerned about getting as much out of this world as they can, as they live their life independent of God and His will for their life 
· We are now living in times when many people are lovers of money and lovers of pleasure 

· In most Western world countries, which since world war two have experienced much financial blessings, there has been a falling away of people from the faith

· The world has become more and more corrupt and the entertainment and games that people now watch and play have become increasingly more violent and sexually explicit
· We are now living in times when so often there is little respect for people in authority and where children so often are rebellious towards their parents

· WE ARE NOW LIVING IN TIMES OF DAILY REPORTS OF VIOLENCE AND TERRORISM IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD, and

· We are now seeing an increased hostility towards  Christians and the nation of Israel (Anti Semitism)
· The Apostle Paul,

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5)

We now see many forms of religion which are not based on Christ’s work of atonement at the cross and the shedding of His sinless Blood to pay the ransom for our sins and His glorious resurrection from the dead. 

Religions that deny the heart of Christianity – the fact of a risen Redeemer, the truth of the inspired Word and the indwelling and overflowing of the Holy Spirit, working within believers and transforming their lives.
· Jesus Himself said,
“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.”

(Matthew 24:12-13)
· How important it is that we are always ready for the rapture and the return of the Lord

· How important it is that we are now living wholeheartedly for the Lord and helping others to come to Christ and to remain strong in their walk with the Lord

· Like Noah we need to be walking with the Lord and simply allowing Him to direct our steps in life – This is a key to remaining strong in our faith and to living a life of great purpose and meaning

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· TODAY I WANT TO SHARE SEVEN SIMPLE KEYS TO HELP US TO REMAIN STRONG IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD SO THAT WE ARE ALWAYS READY FOR THE RETURN OF THE LORD
1) START EACH DAY WITH THE LORD
(The importance of getting His perspective for the day)

King David wrote,

“O GOD, Your are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

“Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:4-5)
It is so important that we start the day in the Lord’s presence to seek His guidance and direction for our day rather than just rushing into the day
For those who start work very early in the morning, spending quality time at night with the Lord may be more practical. Spending quality time with the Lord is a key to always maintaining a vibrant and strong faith 
When we get up in the morning it is so important that we always begin the day by sitting in the Lord’s presence with our bible open as we commit our day into His hands. 

As we spend the initial part of our day with the Lord, we are able to gain His perspective for the day and so often receive a word of encouragement from His Word to help get our day off to a good start.
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.” (Proverbs 16:3)
When we begin our day by spending time with the Lord, we are far more prepared to be able to deal with the challenges that we may experience during the day.

As life can be busy at times, we must purposely make time to spend with the Lord so that we can always maintain an intimate walk with Him. Given that we spend much time in the world with non believers and that the world is growing more ungodly, making time to spend with the Lord is absolutely crucial if we are to continually remain strong in our faith.
It is so important that we learn to prioritise our time and that we make the most of every opportunity to grow in our walk with the Lord by spending time with Him. 
As we spend time travelling to work or school, we can also listen to some worship music or good teachings, or read or listen to an audio version of the bible to help build up our faith as we prepare for our day’s activities.
Beginning the day with the Lord and involving Him in our daily activities helps us to grow in our faith and to maintain an intimate relationship with Him. It is also the key to continually remaining in the centre of God’s will for our life.

Our quiet times with the Lord should always be the best part of our day as we spend time in His presence preparing for our day’s activities. We should always have an anticipation and expectation of God speaking to us when we spend time with Him, either directly or through His Word. As we spend time with the Lord He will invariably give us a word of encouragement or some wisdom for our circumstances. Spending time with the Lord is also a key to renewing our strength
In the book of Isaiah we read,

“He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:29-31)
Having an intimate relationship with the Lord helps us to remain strong in our faith and to overcome life’s challenges

Starting the day with the Lord is a great key to maintaining a vibrant faith and to always being ready for the return of the Lord
It is also a great key to continually maintaining our peace during the day and to seeing our lives running more smoothly as we learn to involve the Lord in all that we do in life

2) LIVING A SURRENDERED LIFE

(That we continually consecrate our whole life to the Lord and allow Him to direct our steps in life – This is a key to remaining continually in the will of God for our life – A place of great security and where we experience great purpose and meaning in our life AND WHERE WE EXPERIENCE GREAT FRUITFULNESS FROM OUR ENDEAVOURS AS WE FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE)

Jesus Himself said,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
IT IS ONLY AS WE SURRENDER OUR LIVES FULLY TO THE LORD THAT OUR LIVES BEAR MUCH FRUIT
IF OUR LIVES ARE NOT FULLY YIELDED TO THE LORD WE CAN EASILY BE DISTRACTED AND DRAWN AWAY FROM THE THINGS OF GOD AND GOD’S BEST FOR OUR LIFE
As Christians we need to continually choose to wholeheartedly live for the Lord

If Jesus in not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all

We must refuse to allow the things of this world to negatively impact our walk with the Lord. As we continually yield our lives to the Lord we will see God’s will and plan for our life unfolding as we maintain an intimate walk with the Lord 
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1)
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of continually living a consecrated life. He wrote,

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
Living a surrendered life involves acknowledging the Lord in all that we do. As we seek the Lord in all that we do in life, we will see God’s plan and purpose for our life continually unfolding over time
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

3) HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER

(Involving God in all that we do in life helps us not to make wrong choices in life)

When under pressure we can often make wrong choices in life if we are not careful
We must refuse to be driven by fear or allow peer group pressure to influence us in the decisions that we make in life

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

We need to LEARN to continually come to the Lord to seek His perspective and to gain His wisdom in all that we do in life and particularly when we are making important choices in life
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
In the book of James we read,
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8) 

The choices that we make in life can sometimes impact us for a lifetime

WE MUST LEARN THEREFORE NOT TO MAKE HASTY DECISIONS THOUGH AT TIMES WE WILL NEED TO MAKE SPLIT SECOND JUDGEMENTS

But if we have a close walk with the Lord we will even in these situations generally have discernment and wisdom to make right choices

The enemy is always looking for an opportunity to destroy our lives and to undermine our faith
The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
Having a lifestyle of prayer helps us to maintain peace in our heart and mind and to make right choices in life. Choices that help us to remain strong in our walk with the Lord and to fulfil God’s destiny and plan for our life
Having an intimate prayer life is a great key to being always ready for the return of the Lord
4) WE NEED TO HAVE SHORT ACCOUNTS WITH GOD AND WITH OTHERS
(Having a repentant heart and being quick to forgive those who have hurt us helps us to maintain a soft heart – A KEY TO CONSISTENTLY HEARING THE VOICE OF GOD  - The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth and tell us things to come)
In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)

Known sin in our life has the potential to harden our hearts and to singe our conscience and invariably affect the closeness of our walk with the Lord. It is good to always keep short accounts with God

It is so important that we quickly repent of all wrong attitudes and behaviours when convicted by the Holy Spirit – In doing this we will continually maintain a soft heart towards God and keep the pipeline of communication between God and us open so that we hear His voice clearly
The Apostle John wrote,

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9)  
Jesus Himself also emphasised the importance of always forgiving others

Jesus said,

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)
If both our vertical relationship with God and our horizontal relationships with others are right we will maintain a soft heart and continually enjoy the fullness of joy that comes from being in an intimate relationship with the Lord. King David wrote,
“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11)
5) LIVING A LIFE OF SIMPLE OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD AND JUST DOING WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO DO

Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
CONTINUAL OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD HELPS US TO REMAIN STRONG IN OUR FAITH, EVEN DURING THE TRIALS OF LIFE

Living a life of obedience to what God calls us to do in life, keeps our heart soft and receptive to the promptings of God
Our love for God is actually reflected in our desire to obey His commandments which enables us to continually enjoy sweet fellowship with our Father in heaven. 

In the gospel of John we read,

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” (John 14:21)
6) THE IMPORTANCE OF CHOOSING OUR FRIENDS WISELY

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)
Our choice of friends is crucial in life and we must consistently have friends who will help us to grow in our walk with the Lord and who will continually encourage us to be all that God has planned for our life
In the times that we are living in, we must be careful to avoid those who would try and undermine and pull down our faith

The devil will continually try and destroy the faith of believers and one of his main ways of trying to do this is to bring people with wrong and false teachings into the lives of new believers who have not yet been grounded in their faith

The Apostle Paul warned us to keep away from those who have a form of godliness but who deny the basic facts of our Christian faith – the fact of a risen redeemer, the truth of the inspired word and the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives
The Apostle Paul clearly emphasised the importance of not allowing people to pull us away from the simplicity of our faith in Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ. As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” (Colossians 2:4-8)

In the book of Proverbs we also read, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
7) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING PLANTED IN A LOCAL BIBLE BASED FELLOWSHIP
Given the lawless and ungodly times that we are now living in, more than ever before we need to be connected to the life of a loving church fellowship

Being planted in a local church fellowship helps us to bear fruit in our walk with the Lord. In Psalm 92 we read,

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14)
Being in fellowship with other believers enables us to receive encouragement in our walk with the Lord. In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
When we are connected to other mature believers we can also receive godly counsel to help us to make right choices in life

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)
“Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counsellors they are established.” (Proverbs 15:22) 

When we gather together with other believers we also experience the corporate blessing and presence that comes from meeting with other believers. 

Jesus Himself said,

“For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20)  
SO IN CONCLUSION SEVEN KEYS TO HELPING US TO BE READY FOR THE IMMINENT RETURN OF THE LORD ARE:
1) STARTING EACH DAY WITH THE LORD

2) LIVING A SURRENDERED LIFE

3) HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER

4) HAVING SHORT ACCOUNTS WITH GOD AND WITH OTHERS

5) LIVING A LIFE OF SIMPLE OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD AND JUST DOING WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO DO

6) CHOOSING OUR FRIENDS WISELY, AND

7) BEING PLANTED IN A LOCAL BIBLE BASED FELLOWSHIP

